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Brief  St  a  te,  J&&r" 

jp“i  M  E  great  reafon  alledged  for  ini-.- 
hs  O  ^  pofing  taxes  on  the  colonies,  being 

this;  that  they  ought  to  contri- 

.  tribute  to  defray  the  charges  of  a  war  under¬ 
taken  for  their  defence  j  to  which  thofe  who 
alledge  this  reafon,  fuppofe  they  have  never 
yet  fufficiently  contributed :  the  province 
of  the  Maflachufett’s  Bay,  deem  it  proper 
briefly  to  fet  forth  their  feveral  fer- 
vices,  and  expences  in  the  common  caufe, 
from  their  firft  incorporation  to  the  prefent 
time. 

I  . 

1620.  In  the  year  1620,  the  colony  of 
New  Plymouth,  now  merged  and  included 
in  the  prefent  province  of  the  Maflachufett’s 
Bay,  was  begun  to  be  planted  by  governor 
Bradford  and  others,  a  very  fmall  but  vigo- 

A  2  rous 


rous  number.  Thefe  by  their  prudence  and 
vigilance  fupported  themfelves  in  a  wild  de- 
fart,  furrounded  by  Indians,  without  any  af- 
fiftance  from  the  crown  of  Great- Bid  tain. 


1629.  In  the  year  1629,  the  old  colony 
of  the  Mafiachufett’s  Bay  was  begun  to  be 
planted the  adventurers  having  before  ob¬ 
tained  from  King  Charles  the  firft  an  ample 
charter,  on  the  faith  whereof  they  made 
thofe  beginnings  in  colonizing,  which  have 
increafed  to  this  very  day,  though  the  faid 
charter  . hath  long  lince  been  loft  to  them. 


It  appears  from  the  earlieft  records  of  this 
colony,  that  their  firft:  cares  were  to  train 
the  inhabitants  to  arms,  to  build  fortifica¬ 
tions  on  their  fea  coaft,  to  provide  for  a- 
larms  in  any  appearing  danger ;  and  before 
the  year  1636,  they  had  built  a  fort  in  Bof- 

ton,  one  in  Charles-town,  one  in  Salem, 
befides  fome  lefter  foitifications  on  the  in¬ 
land  fide. 


Whoever  fhould  read  thefe  old  records, 
can  hardly  help  pitying  a  feeble  number, 


leparated 


feparated  by  an  immenfe  ocean  from  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  their  government,  furrounded  by  Sa- 

4  *•  •.  4  *  * 

vages,  of  whofe  good-will  they  had  no  af- 
furance,  conflicting  with  hunger,  cold,,  na- 

*  ■+  *'  ■  *  -  •  *  ' •  *■  •-  i 

kednefs,  and  every  other  hardfhip  of  a  de¬ 
fart,  in  their  firfl  attempts  to  extend  the 


Yet  feeble  as  they  then  were,  their  efforts 
were  not  confined  to  the  defence  of  their 

.  i  f  l  r  r  M  N  *  • " 

home  poflfeflions  :  their  views  even  then  were 
enlarged  to  the  conquefls  of  the  territories 
poffefled  by  other  European  nations,  which 

4 

they  deemed  to  belong  to  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain.  Wherefore, 


1935.  In  the  year  1635,  Edward  Win¬ 
dow,  Elq;  of  the  colony  of  New  Plymouth, 
preferred  on  behalf  of  all  the  plantations  in 
New  England,  an  humble  addrefs  to  the 
lords  commiffioners  of  the  plantations  ;  fet- 
ting  forth,  that  his  Majefty’s  territories  were 
encroached  upon  by  the  French  and  Dutch, 
praying  that  his  Majefty  would  either  pro¬ 
cure  peace  with  thofe  foreign  States,  or  elle 
give  fpecial  warrant  to  the  petitioners, 

and 
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and  the  Englifh  colonies  to  right  themfelves 
againd  all  foreign  enemies. 

This  petition  was  very  favourably  received 
by  their  lordfhips,  efpecially,  as  Mr.  Window 
offered  on  behalf  of  the  colonies  to  be  at  all 
charges,  if  they  might  be  furnifhed  with  au¬ 
thority  from  his  Majedy.  Mr.  Window 
was  therefore  divers  times  directed  to 
attend  their  lordfhips  on  this  fubjedt.  Had 
this  been  granted,  perhaps  the  caufes  of  the 
lad  war  had  never  fubdfted.  But  the  lad 
time  Mr.  Window  was  heard  upon  it,  arch- 

bifhop  Laud  was  at  the  board  ;  he  having 
heard  that  Window  was  puritanically  affedt- 
ed,  fell  into  interrogations  about  Window’s 
principles,  and  prevailed  with  the  lords, 
c<  by  vehement  importunity/'  to  confent  to 
Window’s  commitment,  and  he  was  accord¬ 
ingly  committed  to  the  Fleet  prifon,  where  he 
layfeventeen  weeks.  Thus  ended  his  agency. 

1643.  In  1643,  the  Madachufett’s  and  the 
other  colonies  ;  to  wit,  Plymouth,  Connedti- 
cut  andNew-haven  entered  into  an  union,  and 


were 
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were  to  fupport  each  other  in  all  future  wars, 
in  a  juft  proportion  to  the  number  of  males 
in  each  colony  j  which  union,  fubfifted  ’till 
the  time  the  firft  charter  was  vacated.  To 
this  it  was  much,  if  not  intirely  owing,  that 
the  feeble  fettlements  of  Connecticut  and 
New-haven  were  not  over-run  and  conquer¬ 
ed  by  their  Dutch  neighbours,  who  claimed 

tv 

all  their  lands. 


1645.  In  1645,  the  united  colonies  raifed 
three  hundred  men,  whereof  one  hundred  and 
ninety  were  raifed  by  the  MalTachufett’s  to  at¬ 
tack  theNanaganfetts,  another  warlikelndian 
nation.  But  thofe  Indians  were  affrighted 
at  thefe  preparations,  made  their  fubmiftion 
and  peace  on  the  terms  propofed  by  the  Eng- 

lift. 

1664.  This  colony,  on  the  requifrtion  of 
King  Charles  the  fecond,  raifed  two  hun¬ 
dred  men  for  the  reduction  of  the  Manhadoes 
(now  New-York)  then  in  the  Dutch  power. 
But  that  country  yielding  to  the  naval  force 
fent  from  England  ;  the  men  aforefaid  never 
marched. 

1675 


1675101686.  This  colony  was,  near  all 
this  time,  with  very  fhort  intermiffions  en¬ 
gaged  in  wars  with  the  Indians,  whereof 
Philip  was  Sachem,  with  the  Nanaganfetts, 
with  the  River  Indians  fo  called,  and  with 
the  Eaftern  Indians,  excited  and  ftirred  up 
by  the  French ;  which  together,  threatened 
no  lefs  than  the  total  extirpation  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  here. 

% 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  wars,  many  towns 
on  the  eaftern  and  weftern  frontiers  were  de- 
ftroyed,  the  inhabitants  killed  or  captivated, 
their  houfes  burned,  and  fubftance  confum- 
ed.  Yet  in  all  this  time,  the  colony  afked 
no  affiftance  from  the  crown,  but  bore  the 
heavy  load  themfelves  ;  for  which  they  were 
even  reproved  by  the  earl  of  Anglefey,  in  a 
letter  to  governor  Leverett.  His  lordfhip 
thought  they  could  never  be  equal  to  fuch 
wars  themfelves  ;  and  that  it  was  their  duty 
to  have  applied  to  his  Majefty  for  help.  Ne- 
verthelefs  they  received  none.  They  fur- 
vived  all  thefe  terrors  to  be  a  fecond  and 

third  time  a  theatre  of  like  tragical  events. 

In 


In  this  period,  in  the  general  fliipwreck 
of  Charters,  in  the  arbitrary  reign  of  Charles 
the  fecond,  there  was  a  judgment  againft 
that  of  the  Maflachufett’s  Bay.  This  loyal 
Province  was  the  only  one,  which  was  not 
reftored  by  the  Revolution  to  all  they  loft. 

1690.  The  MalTachufett’s  Colony  raifed 
eieht  hundred  men  for  the  reduction  of  Nova 

o 

Scotia,  commanded  by  Sir  William  Phipps. 
By  thefe  it  was  reduced  and  remained  fub- 
jedt  to  the  Englilh  until  the  peace  of  Ryf- 
wick,  when  King  William  gave  it  up  to 
the  French. 

The  fame  year  they  raifed  about  two 
thoufand  men,  for  the  reduction  of  Canada; 
and  a  fleet  of  between  thirty  and  forty  fail. 

Though  this  laft  attempt  was  unfuccefs- 
ful,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  ill  planned. 
Charlevoix  the  French  Hiftorian  fpeaks  ve¬ 
ry  difrefpedtfully  of  Sir  William,  yet  lays, 
“  It  is  certain,  that  if  Count  Frontenac, 

(the  French  governor)  had  happened  to 
“  have  arrived  three  days  after  Phipps’s  ap- 
“  proach,  he  would  have  found  Phipps  in 

B  pofTeflion. 
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“  pofleffion  of  his  capital,  when  he  arrived 
“  there  himfelf ;  and  that  if  the  Englifh 
“  fleet  had  not  been  much  detained  by  con- 
“  trary  winds,  or  had  had  much  better  pi- 
“  lots,  Quebec  would  have  been  taken,  before 
“  it  would  have  been  known  at  Montreal 
“  that  it  was  befieged.”  Charlevoix,  vol« 
3.  page  no. 

% 

However,  it  was  a  great  effort  in  the 
Colony  to  raife  fuch  a  force,  and  the  great 
lofs  of  their  men,  not  indeed  by  the  enemy, 
but  by  peffilential  ficknefs,  florms,  &c.  was 
to  a  young  country  irreparable. 

During  all  the  reft  of  that  war,  until 
the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  the  Colony  had  its 
hands  quite  full.  The  French  had  no  bet¬ 
ter  card  to  play,  than  to  induce  the  Indians, 
by  religious  motives  and  temporal  rewards, 
to  plunder  and  maffacre  our  people.  We 
were,  therefore,  obliged  to  build  and  main¬ 
tain  many  forts,  and  keep  great  numbers  of 
foldiers  in  pay.  And  though  the  Province  was 
greatly  harraffed  and  fcourged  by  the  French 
and  Indians,  had  many  towns  defolated,  and 
the  inhabitants  killed  and  captivated,  yet 

they 
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they  finally  kept  poifeffion  of  all  the  territo 
ry  granted  them. 


The  Peace  of  Ry wick  was  fhort  and  dis¬ 
turbed;  the  Indians  had  made  peace,  but 
were  always  faithlefs.  Having  their  fpiri- 
tual  fathers  to  excite  and  quicken  their  na_ 
tural  barbarity,  they  kept  the  Province  in 
a  perpetual  alarm,  even  before  the  war  was 
declared  between  the  two  crowns. 

1701  to  1713.  But  foon  as  the  war 
was  declared  in  Europe,  all  reftraint  was 
taken  off  from  thefe  favages ;  and  the  Pro¬ 
vince  experienced  the  like  cruelties  from 
them  as  before,  had  many  of  their  towns 
deftroyed,  their  inhabitants  maffacred  and 
captivated,  and  were  kept  in  perpetual  alarm 
from  their  incurfions  and  hoftilities. 


Yet  even  in  this  war  their  home  difireffes 
hindered  not  their  meditating  conquefts  for 
the  Britifh  crown. 


They  made,  at  their  own  expence,  one 
Expedition  againft  Port  Royal,  which  failed. 
They  raifed  all'o  the  greater  number  ot  the 

land  forces,  which  were  commanded  by  Ge~ 
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f  *2  ] 

neral  Nicholfon,  in  1710;  by  which  Nova 

Scotia  was  reduced  to  the  Britifh  obedience, 

to  which  it  hath  ever  fince  remained  fub- 
jed:. 

The  late  Queen,  in  1709,  fignified  her 
deb  re  to  the  Colonies  of  an  attack  upon  Ca¬ 
nada,  with  which  this  Province  very  readily 
concurred,  raifed  all  the  men  defired.  And 
tho’  the  miniftry  did  not  think  fit  to  purfue 
the  affair  at  that  time ;  this  Province  was 

nearly  at  the  fame  expence  as  if  they  had 
gone  on. 

Afterwards,  in  the  memorable  Expe¬ 
dition  under  General  Hill,  this  poor  Pro¬ 
vince,  exhaufted  and  impoverifhed  as  it  was, 
bore  its  lull  fhare  in  the  burthen,  and  in  the 

lots  of  that  fatal  affair. 

•  • 

I  r  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  that,  in 
khis  period,  notwithflanding  their  hands 
were  fo  full  at  home,  they  gave  affiftance 
even  to  diftant  parts  of  the  Britifh  Domini¬ 
ons.  At  the  defire  of  the  Colony  of  Jamai- 
<  a,  they  fent  there  two  companies  of  foot, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Walton,  and  Captain. 
Ca  rim  ere  $  who  arrived  fafe  at  Jamaica, 

ferved 
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ferved  there  two  years  j  and  very  few  of  the 
foldiers  returned  to  their  native  country. 

171410  1744*  We  pafs  over  with  flight 
mention  the  Indian  wars,  from  the  peace  of 
Utrecht  to  the  war  proclaimed  in  1744.  Al¬ 
though,  in  this  period,  the  Province  was  at 
great  expence  and  cod,  were  obliged  to 
maintain  many  forts,  frequently  fuftered 
very  greatly  from  the  Indians,  murders  and 
depredations. 

1 

It  fhall  fuffice  to  mention,  that  tho’  in 
many  refpeft,  we  were  unfortunate,  yet  the 
Province  defended  finally  its  whole  territory, 
and  particularly  that  part  of  it  from  Sagada- 
hor  to  St.  Croix  Rivers  ;  and  the  enemy 
were  at  lad  obliged,  in  1726,  to  fue,  ia 
good  earned,  for  peace,  to  take  it  on  the  Eng¬ 
lish  terms,  and  (to  do  them  judice)  they  kept 
it  till  the  nextFrench  war  was  proclaimed. 

I  n  this  period,  war  being  declared  with 
Spain,  in  1740,  a  number  of  troops  were  to 
be  raifed  in  America  for  his  Majefty’s  fer- 
vice  ;  with  which  this  Province  moft  readily 
complied ;  raifed  more  than  was  required, 
or  than  officers  and  arms  were  fent  for;  and 
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of  the  number  that  actually  embarked  for 
that  fervice,  fcarce  one  in  fifty  ever  returned. 

1744.  The  declaration  of  war  with  France 
arrived  here  while  the  general  court  was  fit¬ 
ting.  They  made  immediate  provifion  for 
raifing  forces  for  Annapolis,  which  arrived  in 
good  feafon.  Divers  times  after  this.  Nova 
Scotia  attacked  by  the  French,  was  relieved 
by  forces  fent  from  hence.  So  that  pofiefiion 
was  always  kept  of  it  for  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  during  that  whole  unprofperous  war. 

*  ,  1745*  ^  N  the  latter  end  of  the  year 

1744,  and  beginning  of  the  year  1745,  was 
formed  by  the  Maflachufett’s  Bay,  and  the 
other  New  England  Governments,  that  me¬ 
morable  Expedition  againfi:  Louiibourg, 
which  reduced  that  American  Dunkirk,  and 
furnifhed  the  Englifh  miniftry,  at  the  treaty 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  with  an  equivalent  to  ba¬ 
lance  the  rapid  conquefts  and  acquifitions  of 
the  French  in  Flanders. 

It  is  true,  the  charge  of  this  Expedition 
was  repaid  by  the  nation  in  1748;  yet  that 
ought  not  to  leifen  the  merits  of  the  New 
England  attempt :  For, 

j 
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ill,  They  began  it  when  they  had  no 
promife,  and  very  little  profpedt  of  being 
fo  reimburfed. 

* 

2d,  If  it  had  not  fucceeded,  and  they  had 
not  been  fo  reimburfed,  it  muft  have  involv¬ 
ed  them  in  the  greateft  diftrefs.  This  they 
faw,  yet  chearfully  run  fo  great  a  rillc  for 
the  publick  fervice. 

3d,  It  would  have  coft  the  Crown  more 
than  double  the  fum  paid  the  New  England 
Governments,  to  have  fent  an  armament 
from  Great-Britain,  for  the  reduction  of 
the  fame  place.  And  the  fuccefs  would  not 
have  been  fo  likely,  as  formed  from  New 
England. 

Let  it  be  further  confidered,  what  an 
heavy  lofs  the  Province  met  with  there  ; 
which  never  was,  and  indeed  cannot  be  made 
up  :  that  is,  in  the  flower  of  their  youth 
wafted  and  deftroyed  by  Camp  Fevers,  and 
other  Sickneffes,  and  the  Hardships  and  Di- 
ftreftes  of  the  Siege. 

▼  * 

1746- 


[  16  } 

1746.  The  Expedition  intended  by  the 
Crown  this  year  againft  Canada  proved  abor¬ 
tive,  and  the  forces  deifined  for  that  pur- 
pofe  were  afterwards  countermanded.  The 
readinefs  of  the  Province  tp  raife  the  men 
required  appeared,  they  actually  raifed  them, 
and  kept  them  on  foot  till  the  fall. 

The  fhort  interval  of  Peace,  that  follow¬ 
ed  the  Peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  wa^  con¬ 
tinually  interrupted  by  the  French  making 
new  encroachments,  building  new  forts, 
and  furrounding  the  Englifh  Colonies  on  all 
lides. 

1754.  So  that  in  1754,  tl^is  Province 
judged  it  neceffary  to  raife  eight  hundred 
men,  to  march  them  to  the  eastward  to  build 
a  fort,  which  they  called  Fort  Halifax,  at 
fixty  miles  diftance  from  the  mouth  of  Sa- 
dagahor,  or  Kennibec  River,  in  the  Indian 
rout  from  Canada. 

* 

The  coft  of  this  Expedition  was 
thirteen  thoufand,  feven  hundred,  and 
eighty-two  pounds,  four  drillings  and 
three-pence ;  and  the  building  and  fup- 
plying  that  Fort  was  fix  thoufand,  five 

hundred- 
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hundred  and  fixty-feven  pounds,  eighteen 
{killings  and  one  penny. 

1755*  This  Province,  with  the  other 
New  England  Governments,  and  New  York, 
formed  an  Expedition  againft  Crown  Point : 
then  it  was,  that  the  memorable  battle  was 
fought  near  Lake  George,  in  which  the 
French  General  Diefkau  was  taken  pri- 
foner,  and  the  French  totally  routed.  The 
coft  of  this  Expedition,  to  the  Province,  was 
one  hundred  and  four  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  two  pounds,  fixteen  {hillings  and 
eleven  pence.  In  the  fame  year,  by  forces 
chiefly  raifed  in  the  Mafl'achufetts,  tho’  paid 
by  the  Crown,  fort  Beau  Sejour  was  taken, 
and  the  French  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia 
were  removed,  and  diftributed  among  the 
Engliih  colonies.  This  was  a  moft  wife  ftep, 
but  it  was  a  fource  of  great  expence  to  this 
Province,  who  for  fome  time  lupported,  at 
a  common  expence,  thofe  fent  hither ;  and 
after  they  had  refided  here  fome  years,  par¬ 
celled  them  out  among  the  feveral  towns  in 
the  Province.  And  they  have  been,  and  ftiU 
remain,  an  heavy  bill  of  charge  to  this  Pro¬ 
vince. 


1756*  The  next  year  war  being  declar¬ 
ed,  the  Province  hoped  to  finilh  the  work 
begun  the  laft  year  ;  and  raifed  a  mighty  ar¬ 
mament,  which  was  intended  againft  Crown 
Point :  but,  upon  the  arrival  of  Lord  Lou- 
dun  from  England,  his  Lordlhip  thought 
proper  that  the  forces  fhould  not  proceed. 
The  coif  to  the  Province,  this  year,  was 
ninety  feven  thoufand,  five  hundred  and 
eighty  two  pounds,  one  {hilling  and  eight 
pence. 

% 

1757.  This  year  Lord  Loudun  intending 
only  to  adl  on  the  defenfive  on  the  continent, 

did  not  demand  the  fame  number  of  fol- 

•  * 

diers  as  the  laft  year.  The  number  demand¬ 
ed  was  raifed.  The  expence  of  thefe  men 
to  the  Province  was  fixty-lix  thoufand,  two 
hundred  and  one  pound,  nineteen  (hillings 
and  two  pence.  This  year  Fort  William 
Ilenry  was  taken  by  the  French.  The  a- 
larm  given  by  that,  occafioned  a  march  of 
the  militia  of  the  Province  toward  the 
frontiers,  which,  it  was  expedited  in  the  in- 
folence  of  fuccefs,  the  French  would  have 
attacked.  The  coft  of  this  march  was  twelve 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eight  pounds, 
fifteen  (hillings  and  two  pence. 
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1758.  Letters  from  the  Right  Hon.  Mr. 

»  •  #  • 

Secretary  Pitt,  were  received  the  beginning 
of  this  year  j  whence  the  Province  hoped 
for  a  vigorous  campaign,  and  therefore  flrain- 

,  m  •  *>  r  -•  •-  *■  ( 

ing  their  utmoft  ability,  raifed  feven  thou- 
fand  men  for  the  fervice.  The  coft  of  this 

V  r  ; 

year  was  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  and 
two  hundred  pounds. 

In  1759,  1760,  1761,  1762.  The  Pro¬ 
vince,  in  all  thefe  years,  raifed  the  full 
number  affigned  them,  and  by  garrifoning 
Louilburgh  and  Nova  Scotia  in  ferric  of  thefe 
years,  they  gave  opportunity  to  the  regular 
forces  to  retain  Canada.  The  whole  coft  of 
their  expeditions  from  1755  t0  *762,  both 
inclulive,  was  nine  hundred  and  forty-three 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
pounds,  twelve  Ihillings  and  nine  pence. 

^  %  »  «  «  '  i  J  i  ^  *  i 

The  coil  of  fcouting  companies  lent  in¬ 
to  the  Indian  country,  from  1 755  to  1760, 
both  inclulive,  was  twenty-feven  thouland  four 
hundred  and  ninety- lix  pounds  and  feven 
pence. 


T  wo 


. 
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Two  armed  veflels,  built  and  maintained 
for  the  protection  of  their  trade,  coft  thirty- 
four  thoul'and  feven  hundred  and  ninety-live 
pounds,  fourteen  {hillings  and  fix  pence. 

These  expences  together  make  one  mil¬ 
lion,  thirty-nine  thoufand  three  hundred 

and  ninety  pounds,  five  {hillings  and  four 
pence. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  here,  that  thefe  fums, 
being  much  greater  than  could  be  raifed  on. 
the  people  each  year,  the  Province  was  an¬ 
nually  obliged  to  take  up  large  fums  on  in- 
tereft,  and  fome  years  to  anticipate  and  mort¬ 
gage  the  {landing  revenues  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  fecurity  to  the  lenders. 

The  Province  do  not  forget,  they  re¬ 
member  and  acknowledge  with  great  gra¬ 
titude,  the  fums  bellowed  on  them  by  the 
nation,  in  the  clcfe  of  the  laft  war.  With¬ 
out  thefe  it  would  have  been  abfolutely  im- 
poffible  for  them  to  have  proceeded  in  their 
levies  above  one  or  two  years,  but  notwith¬ 
standing  thefe,  they  were,  at  the  conclufion 

of 


of  the  war,  and  ftill  are  very  much  in  debt. 
And  it  will  take  them  many  years,  with  all 
the  refources  in  their  power,  even  tho5  their 
trade  was  allowed  to  continue  on  the  foot 
it  was,  at  the  conclulion  of  the  war,  to  clear 
thefe  debts,  which  carry  6  per  cent,  intereft, 

In  the  above  fums  the  coil:  of  many  forts 
and  garrifons  on  their  frontiers  are  not  in¬ 
cluded.  Neither  can  any  eftimate  be  made 
of  the  coft  to  individuals  by  the  demand  of 
perfonal  fervice.  For  the  numbers  raifed  in 
all  thefe  years  together,  being  equal  to  the 
whole  militia,  it  hath  come  to  the  turn  of 
every  inlifted  foldier  in  the  whole  militia  to 
ferve  once.  And  they  who  could  not  ferve 
in  perfon,  which  were  much  the  greater 
number,  rwere  obliged  to  hire  others  at  a 
great  premium  in  their  room ;  and  they 
who  could  not  be  imprelfed,  yet  that  the 
burthen  might  not  lie  too  heavy  on  the 
others,  very  often  advanced  largely  to  en¬ 
courage  the  levies. 

Even  now  the  Province  having  Indians  on 
their  frontiers,  are  obliged  to  keep  up  garri¬ 
fons 
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foils  for  the  defence  of  their  infant  fettle- 
ments ;  tho’  the  Indians  profefs  to  be  at 
peace,  and  we  cannot  charge  them  with 
any  hoftile  intentions. 

The  expence  of  fupporting  Caftle  Wil¬ 
liam,  in  time  of  peace,  is,  communibus  an- 
nis,  eighteen  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  in  time 
of  war,  at  leaf!  one  third  more,  exclufive  of 
the  augmentations  and  repairs. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  country  granted 
by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  to  his  fubjedfs, 
included  alfo  in  grants,  made  by  the  French 
King  to  his  fubjedts,  was  at  a  very  critical 
time  fettled  by  the  fubjedts  of  the  former, 
who  alfo  fairly  purchafed  the  Indian  claim. 

4f 

From  fmall  beginnings  thro’  innumerable 

toils,  hardfhips  and  fufterings,  a  rude  defert 
is  become  a  well  peopled  and  fruitful  plan¬ 
tation.  From  its  firit  infancy  to  its  prefent 
age  of  puberty,  this  Colony,  with  no  expence 
to  the  Crown,  hath  defended  the  territory- 
granted  to  it,  and  thereby  hath  -mightily  ex¬ 
tended  the  Britifh  Empire,  and  immenfely 

increafed 
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increafed  the  Britifh  commerce  :  It  hath 

f  *  *  *  •  •  *• 

ever  been  ready  to  afford  its  utmoft  hfelp 
when  the  King’s  fervice  called,  hath  actually 


made  divers  valuable  conquefts  for  the  Crown, 
and  by  its  great  exertions  and  expences  in  the 
laft  war,  hath  impoverilhed  and  enfeebled 
itfelf,  fo  as  it  will  not  in  many  years  recover 
the  Hate  it  was  in  at  the  beginning  of  the 
laft  French  war. 


It  is  not  intended  by  anything  here  faid  to 
derogate  from  the  meritsof  theother  Colonies, 
moft  of  them  have  had  their  (hare  in  thefe 
great  conquefts.  And  without  the  joint  and 
united  vigor  of  fo  many,  fo  much  could 
never  have  been  accompliftied.  Nor  do  the 
Mafiachufetts  defire  to  be  diftinguifhed  from 
the  other  Colonies  by  any  new  grants  and 
immunities,  neither  are  they  feeking  any 
further  rewards.  They  defirc  only  that  the 
Privileges  their  anceftcrs  purchafed  fo  dearly, 
and  they  have  neverforfeited,  may  be  continu¬ 
ed  to  them.  Being  confcious  to  themfelves  of 
intire  loyalty  to  his  moft  excellent  Majefty, 
and  dutiful  refpedts  to  the  parent  ftate,  they 
truft  the  vvifdom  and  juftice  of  the  nation 

will 
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will  allow  them  the  pofleffion  of  all  the  rights 
and  privileges,  and  immunities,  which  the 
Subjects  of  Great-Britain  do  and  ought  to 
enjoy. 


